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left wing, though under his own conduct, had been Tbadly
broken and was gone beyond rescue. But Flaminius had the
eye of a soldier. He saw at a glance that he could best
retrieve the battle by prompt action with his right, and he
acted with the courage of his convictions. Leaving the left
to hold its own as best it might, he immediately joined the
right wing, threw it sharply forward, reached the summit of
the hill and formed in good order before Mcanor's phalanx
emerged upon the open slopes where the battle was engaged.
Giving Nicanor no time to deploy, Flaminius struck his head
of column a mighty blow. He drove his elephants at the half-
formed phalanx, and followed these up with the sword. The
result was not a minute doubtful. The Macedonian left, not
ready for "battle, was at once demoralized by the onset of the
Romans and dissolved in confusion before it had fairly begun
to form. The Macedonian centre appears to have been car-
ried away at the same time. The Eoman right followed in
pursuit.

At this moment, a military tribune of the Eoman right,
whose name is not disclosed to us, seeing that his wing was
victorious and that he could no longer be of use at this point,
took quickly in hand his small detachment of twenty centuries
of the legion and hurried by a circuit over to the rear of the
Macedonian right, whose success had advanced it far beyond
the general alignment and thus rendered it liable to just this
manoeuvre. Here he fell lustily upon the rear ranks of the
unwieldy thirty-two-deep body of the phalanx. Unable to face
about to meet this new assault, the phalanx began to waver.
The Romans who fronted this body, encouraged by the diver-
sion, plucked up a new heart and fell to again with reviving
courage. It is a pity that the name of the intelligent Roman
tribune has been lost. He deserves honorable mention.

The Roman right had won a complete victory; the left was decisive.    The consul's                                                                                                         ||
